Summary of the research plan 

In my synthetising book The Struggle with Time. A Conceptual History of ‘Politics’ as an Activity (2006), I conceptualise the contingency of politics through different topoi of activity. The focus of the new project lies in the conceptual and historical link between parliamentarism, rhetoric and conceptual history with dissensus as their common heuristic principle of intelligibility.

There exists an historical paradigm for the politics of dissensus: the parliament. The parliamentary paradigm allows us to understand that dissensus does not mean the dissolution of the link between the agents, but rather allows them to remain in the same audience, to deliberate pro et contra and persuade each other to ”cross the floor” when it comes to the vote. The procedural innovations of the English Parliament, which are still crucial for parliamentary politics, refer to the rhetorical tradition. The politics of dissensus offers a new perspective on the study of the parliament as a political arena in which opposing alternatives and the mutual persuasion of the members is not only tolerated but regarded as its operative principle. The main aim of my project is to analyse and highlight the historical and conceptual resources of the parliamentary politics of dissensus.

My three monographs will accentuate the politics of dissensus from different angles. A study on Max Weber’s 1904 essay Die ‘Objektivität’ in terms of fair play illustrates the rhetorical paradigm of the parliament as a model for the fair treatment of scholarly disputes in the human sciences. Next, I shall rewrite the conceptual history of ‘parliamentarism’ by connecting the procedure, regime and eloquence aspects with the principle of dissensus. The third study applies parliamentary debates as privileged sources in the analysis of the conceptual history of parliamentary regimes by analysing the conceptual revisions and innovations in parliamentary debates for both diachronic analyses of the use of concepts within the same parliaments and synchronic studies on concepts in different parliaments. 

