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Academic career

I began my studies in political science, sociology, political history and practical philosophy at the University of Helsinki in 1966. After receiving my Master’s (1969) and Licentiate (1971) degrees, I defended my Ph.D. thesis in 1975. I served three terms as Acting Associate Professor of Social Science (1976–1977) at the University of Oulu. I served from January 1978 as Acting Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Jyväskylä and was appointed to this tenured position in October 1983. I was appointed the new full professorship in Political Science in Jyväskylä in December 1993. I hold for a 5 year-period from August 1998 to July 2003 an Academy Professorship of the Academy of Finland. From January 2006 I am also the director of the Finnish Centre of Excellence in Political Thought and Conceptual Change. In January 2008 I began a new 5-years period as a Academy Professor. 

The regular university teaching has been interrupted by research periods. During my first half-year “Academy sabbatical” in 1981 I spent 3 months in West Berlin, of the one-year period 1986-1987 spent 10 months in Strasbourg, the year 1992-1993 I was in Frankfurt. In 1995 I had one-month lecture course on conceptual history at the FU Berlin. During my Academy professorship I first spent 8 months as a Visiting Fellow at Clare Hall, Cambridge (and became a “life member” there), 1999-2000 I spent 3 months in Stockholm, in spring 2000 3,5 months in Paris, in 2001 2 months in Bochum, I was a fellow at Swedish Collegium of Advanced Study in the Social Sciences in Uppsala for the academic term 2002-2003. In my so far last “Academy sabbatical” I spent 3 months in Berlin in spring 2004. I was selected to the Aby-Warburg-Professorship and spent the second half of 2006 at the Warburg-Haus in Hamburg.

In the 1990s, the doctoral studies in political science expanded. I was the main supervisor of almost all Jyväskylä theses until recently. Teaching students to write research plans, recommendations for doctoral students for funding and commenting on the manuscripts became my main activities as a professor. Many of the now 16 theses defended with me as the supervisor were also thematically close to my own interests and of excellent quality (the works of Tuija Parvikko, Leena Subra, Kia Lindroos, Jussi Kurunmäki, Suvi Soininen and Tuula Vaarakallio in particular). As a board member of the nationwide Finnish Doctoral School VAKAVA (1994-1998, 2003-2006) and POLITU 2007-,  I have been the initiator and co-organiser of several doctoral courses at various Finnish Institutes abroad (Paris, London, Berlin, Athens, Rome, Madrid,  the next again in Berlin). I have been once an opponent and twice a committee member for a dissertation in Stockholm, several times the first stage examiner in Finland. In 2005-2006 I served as an expert reader for the applications of a professorship in Political Science at the University of Tampere. 

Intellectual profile
After the dissertation I left Popper behind me and oriented toward continental political thought. In this respect the University of Jyväskylä in the late 1970s was a stimulating locus of an intellectual and political movement against technocratic university reform. I reappraised the early history of political science in Finland as related to the German Allgemeine Staatslehre. In a programmatic draft I already defended the aspect-concept of politics in opposition to the sector-concept. My first articles in English and German were published around 1980. 

I soon moved from the disciplinary history to the conceptual history of politics. In West-Berlin 1981 I collected a huge number of texts. Even at this early point, I already presented the idea that we can speak of a ”horizon shift” in the concept of politics from the old discipline politica to the activity of politics and had studied in detail the period from 1890 to the end of the Weimar Republic, during which the concept of Politik was broadly thematised. In my Politik als Handlungsbegriff (1985) I sketch the first version of an interpretative scheme on the conceptual history of politics and of the rise of the concept into the core of the debates in Wilhemine and Weimar Germany.  According to my thesis it was not until the early 20th century that it became possible to ”politicise” something and the insight that Politik actually became a highly controversial concept in the 1920s. Through the book I became involved in the academic debates in German political science, where the book is still evoked to this day. 

In my next Academy project I continued my examination of the conceptual history of politics, now with French sources. As in the German case, this required me to acquaint myself with the debates on the French political culture. Again I found unknown sources on the concept of politics and extended the period of analysis to the 1960s in order to illustrate the different rhythms of the conceptualisation of politics (using Hannah Arendt's analogy of Weimar Germany and France after World War II). In my Die Thematisierung der Politik als Phänomen (1990), I slightly revised my interpretative scheme using Ernst Vollrath's idea that speaking of politics as a distinct phenomenon only began to occur in the 19th century. I also analysed the stylistic differences in the thematisation of the concept in the German and French debates as well as the problems of conceptual transfer for example the late and mainly derogatory reception of the calls for politicisation in France. 

In 1988, on the basis of my ”method” teaching, I completed a Finnish volume entitled Tekstistä politiikkaan [From Text to Politics], which dealt with reading texts politically and analysing the political aspect in any human phenomenon. The book contains a typology of the scholarly operations in the research process as well as the first indications of my ”rhetorical turn,” inspired by the work of Chaïm Perelman. By the time Hilkka Summa and I edited a book of essays by Finnish scholars in 1996 called Pelkkää retoriikkaa [Just Rhetoric], I had already moved to a more historical concept of rhetoric, inspired by Quentin Skinner’s work since the early 1990s. 

The main product of my first rhetorical phase was the monograph on Jean-Paul Sartre's conception of politics in Critique de la raison dialectique. Politik als Vereitelung (1992), which was published in Germany. I offer a rhetorical reading of this work and construct a sub-narrative across Sartre’s text based on a number of rhetorical topoi. For Sartre, the key figure of politics is déjouer, the outplaying one’s adversary and derailing of their policies. In other words, politics appears as an asymmetric game operating through negating turns. I published several articles on Sartre, but soon replaced him with Max Weber as my favourite author. In my The Struggle with Time (2006), I have assigned Sartre and his déjouer conception a definite role in some of the key topoi. 

Based on the sabbatical period in Frankfurt, I published two books on Max Weber, Das 'Webersche Moment' (1998) and Eine Lobrede für Politiker (2002). I the former I locate Weber’s historical singularity to his notion of Chance, connect Weber’s methodological and political writings and render politics intelligible by accentuating the contingency of the activity through Chancen. I reinterpret the work of a selection of twentieth century political thinkers through the prism of the 'Weberian moment' of contingency. The Lobrede is a close commentary of Weber's Politik als Beruf. The title refers to the rhetorical genre of a laudatio, as applied to the professional politician. These studies have brought me in close contact with Weber scholars and to the board of Max Weber Studies. My lecture on Weber’s essay on ”objectivity” at the Warburg-Haus in November 2006 offers a starting point for a third book on Weber. 

In the mid-1990s, I began to compare the works of Reinhart Koselleck and Quentin Skinner. Despite the fact that both authors were highly co-operative, the writing of the monograph took time. Die Entzauberung der Begriffe was finally published in 2004. It is intended to be a Werkgeschichte of both authors around their different thematic profiles, including a comparison of their similarities and differences in the conceptual history. One of my main interests is to read the two conceptual historians also as political theorists. I accepted an invitation from Polity Press to write on Skinner for the series ”Key Contemporary Thinkers”. Quentin Skinner. History, Politics, Rhetoric was, indeed, published before the German book in 2003 and is my best known book in the Anglophone world. In the Skinner book, I accentuate the different foci of his work and emphasise the revolutionary turn in political thought as part of the political life itself, also highlighting Skinner's turn to rhetoric. Particularly Skinner’s work has influenced the changes in my own practices of studying politics and conceptual history in my recent and ongoing works. 

The Struggle with Time. A Conceptual History of 'Politics' as an Activity, published by LIT Verlag in February 2006, offers a synthesis of my work on the conceptual history of politics. I write about the history of conceptualisation of the activity of politics during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries by connecting it to my monographs on the German and French debates and adding the British sources on the concept to them. Regarding the sources, I move closer to the activity of politicians and construct a rhetorical history of conceptualisation. The temporal layers of the concept of politics are turned into a single narrative in the rhetorical terms of topoi. The nine topoi  – irregularity, judgment, policy, deliberation, commitment, contestation, possibility, situation, and play & game – offer different perspectives on the conceptualisation of the activity of politics in complex relation to each other and with varying profiles in the British, French and German contexts. I consider Struggle to be my opus magnum. A Hungarian translation is already planned.

In my most recent work, I engage in a more concrete discussion of the politics connected to democratisation and parliamentarism. The Politics of Limited Times also contains the construction of a typology of political times that differs from Reinhart Koselleck's views on historical times. In my typology, the distinct political layers of time are constituted by the breaking points of the individual lifetime, the momentum and the time-span, as well as the political calendar. The main bulk of the work lies in the analysis of three historical changes – the suffrage reforms, the alternation in government and the procedure and rhetoric of parliamentarism – from this specific temporal perspective, concluding with a discussion of types of politicians and the play with the layers of political time. The manuscript will be complete once the final language corrections have been made in January 2007 and sent to international publishers for review. 

Rhetorik des Unbeliebten continues my Lobrede, based on the sources I collected during my Academy sabbatical year 2003-2004. Weber's Politik als Beruf is now included in the rhetorical genre of the defence of the politicians (discussed also in the 2002 AES article). The point is to historically locate the denunciations of the politicians to the phase of democratisation which took place around 1900 and then to discuss in more detail the relatively few apologies of professional politicians in English, French and German from 1900 to the present. The main point is to analyse the highly competitive situation of parliamentary politicians, their ambiguous relationship to professionalisation as well as the enjoyment of the activity of politics itself. The key rhetorical problem is how the key documents analysed legitimise the inevitable distinction of politicians from “simple citizens” in a democratic manner. The manuscript will be completed in 2007. 

Despite the academic market's increasing concentration on refereed articles, I would like to maintain the high profile of a monograph writer who organises his entire life according to the production of ongoing monographs. I write articles and conference papers ”on demand” and use them to complement my monographs for various audiences. 

International projects and networks

Around 1994, Henrik Stenius and I sketched the idea for a volume on the history of Finnish political concepts. This began a remarkable co-operation network with a dozen Finnish scholars from different fields and universities with regular seminars and debates on the principles, methods and sources of conceptual history as well as its relationships to Finnish history and politics. The volume Käsitteet liikkeessä [Concepts in Motion] was finally published in 2003, and an English translation is planned. I wrote a piece on Politiikka, breaking the concept down into ”policy, polity, politicking and politicisation,” a scheme which was sketched in the 1993 volume Reading the Political, which I edited with Tuija Parvikko (later reformulated in the Alternatives article in 2003). 

The study of Finnish conceptual history inspired the creation of international projects which have surpassed all expectations in terms of their success. I served as editor-in-chief of the first four editions of the Finnish Yearbook of Political Thought, published since 1997, and resumed the editorship in 2003. The new editorial team (with Tuija Pulkkinen, Pasi Ihalainen) changed the name to Redescriptions. Yearbook of Political Thought and Conceptual History, turned it into a professional refereed journal, added Lisa Disch and Hubertus Buchstein as editors and moved to LIT Verlag in 2005. Redescriptions is currently part of the ”Finnish Centre of Excellence on Political Thought and Conceptual Change”.

The History of Political and Social Concepts Group was founded at the initiative of Melvin Richter and myself at the Finnish Institute in London in 1998. The Group now enjoys worldwide attendance and organises annual conferences at various locations throughout the world, each time with a different thematic emphasis. The Group publishes a journal called Contributions, and the Concepta School for young researchers has organised highly successful doctoral courses. Acting as a contact person for the HPSCG has been a major part of my international profile in recent years. 

For the Academy Professorship the original research team consisted of Tuija Pulkkinen, Tapani Turkka, Suvi Soininen and Iisa Räsänen, who after her untimely death in 1999 was replaced by Kia Lindroos, with Anitta Kananen taking care of the practices. The team produced inspiring discussion and has played a crucial role in the academic and publication careers of its members. With Tapani Turkka and Suvi Soininen I continue to co-operate in a project, a book, a discussion group and plans for international project around parliamentarism. My frequent research visits during the Academy period served the collection of material and enabled me to create new contacts. The Academy Professorship was crucial to the co-ordination of work in the HPSCG, the application for and initiation of the ESF Network as well as the supervision of high quality doctoral students. 

Among my projects the European Science Foundation Network Politics and History of European Democratisation (PHED) deserves a special mention. In its board consists of 11 first rank European scholars, and through an Internet competition we selected a group of high quality young scholars, who formed the main bulk of participants in five workshops in 2003-2005 (Málaga, Jyväskylä, Turin, Greifswald, Copenhagen). The volume of the Network that I edit with Tuija Pulkkinen and José M. Rosales will be published as an Ashgate Reseach Companion in 2008. The co-operation with the young scholars has contributed to the creation of informal networks that already have been used in other contexts, including the Centre of Excellence. 

I have as a rule minimised the amount of administrative work I am obliged to do also in directing both the Finnish Centre of Excellence in Political Thought and Conceptual Change and its research team, ”Political Thought and Conceptual History”. The Centre makes a concerted effort to insist on the intellectual independence of every member, also as a means of avoiding the kind of hierarchic division of labour. A part of connecting the study of political thought with political life, I have also invited a number of Finnish politicians to participate in the academic events organised by the Centre, and their presentations have been greatly successful.
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